
December 2, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Truth in Taxation Meeting 

Vice Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Redland 

was absent.    Several county residents were In attendance, Blair Hoseth of Flom Twp, Gene Thompson, 

Katera Thompson and Melinda Thompson of the Twin Valley area, Jerilyn Swenson and Tim Wagner of Ada. 

Vice Chair Hall explained the purpose of the meeting as being a meeting to discuss the county budgetary 

concerns and the proposed levy for the 2020 tax cycle.   

Blair Hoseth brought concerns forward on parcel 04-2085000 saying it showed a 127% increase on his 

proposed tax statement, and he wondered if we could tell him why.  Auditor/Treasurer Hanson brought his 

property parcel up on the computer while Mr. Hoseth was explaining that an adjoining parcel had only raised 

about 10%.  A/T Hanson looked at the linkage for the property where the adjoining parcel was #7 in the 

linkage and the parcel with the huge increase was #8.  She then explained that with the increases in the 

market value he was experiencing, this would have pushed parcel 04-2085000 over the first tier limit for the 

2019 assessment year, which would raise his tax capacity, and therefore, increase his taxes.   

Katera Thompson then inquired about her property value going from 33,600 to 57,800 on a home that is less 

than 1,000 square feet.  It was explained that this was the wrong meeting to contest the valuation of her 

home, that would be done at the Board of Appeal & Equalization, beginning with the Twin Valley local board 

of appeal, and then coming to the County Board of Appeal which is held in June each year.  She also asked 

how much difference it would make since she had filed for homestead since the TNT’s were done and A/T 

Hanson stated she would send her an estimate of the taxes with the homestead exclusion factored in.   

Tim Wagner then addressed the board with concerns regarding the value of his home increasing by such a 

large amount over the past year, going from 97,700 to 169,000.  Mr. Wagner asked why this increase 

happened all at once instead of being gradually increased over a number of years.  Once again, he was 

reminded this was not the meeting to contest valuation, and that he should be talking with the Assessor 

regarding his valuation complaints.   

Jerilyn Swenson then addressed the board with concerns regarding the increase in her property value as well 

as concerns of budget process and asking if the board was looking over the line items in the budget and 

assuring them they could decrease the budget if they really looked closely at the budget.  She also asked if 

they could tell her where they were at with the 2019 budget and if they were going to be growing reserves in 

2019.  Ms. Swenson also noted that the taxes have been creeping up and we will not be able to attract young 

families with children to the county if this continues.  Commissioner Bommersbach stated that he felt the 

board was watchful over the budget and trying not to over tax the residents of the county.    

Gene Thompson also addressed the board with concerns of watching the budget increases, and 

commissioners explained that a large part of the increase every year in the budget is due to salary and 

benefits for employees, and the rising cost of everything.  Melinda Thompson voiced that she drives back and 

forth for work and she can always tell when she crosses the county line into Norman County from Clay 

County and that the roads are better in Clay County, so she feels they need to keep up with the road 

maintenance in Norman County.   

At 7:00 p.m. there being no more questions and concerns from those present, Vice Chairman Hall adjourned 

the meeting.   

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

LeeAnn Hall, Vice Chairman of the Board   Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


